Dorothy Allison’s Cavedweller                                                                  *Make complete sentences by questions with *asterisk.  Work in Collaborative Learning groups of 3, with a recorder, reporter, and reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet representing a consensus of all:                                           _______________________________, _____________________________, _____________________________
1)  Why has Delia Byrd left the glitzy life of rock and roll and her California home for Cayro, Georgia? ____________________________________________________________________
2) How does her daughter Cissy feel about the move?_______________________________ How do Delia’s daughters Amanda and Dede feel about their mother’s return to Cayro? ___________

3) *Explain the agreement that Clint Windsor and Delia Byrd make when she returns?
4) Delia finds the task before her formidable, so she is happy to see a friend from California come to Cayro to help her and Cissy; who? _____________________________________

5) In what way is this friendship perplexing to those in the Cayro community who have labeled Delia and Cissy as “white trash” and feel superior to them? ___________________________________

6) Each of Delia’s daughters—Amanda, Dede, and Cissy—find ways to escape their unhappiness and disgruntlement with their lives and with their mother Delia.  How so?

a) Amanda:

b) Dede:

c) Cissy:

7) When Cissy’s friend Noland takes her spelunking as a birthday gift, Cissy experiences not only the joy of this unusual adventure but a profound sense of enlightenment, particularly about herself.  What is that enlightenment? _______________________________________________
8) *Before he dies, Clint shares with Cissy revelations and enlightenment about himself and his relationship with Delia when they were married.  Explain. 
9) What enlightenment do other characters in the story find by the end of the tale:

a) Noland:

b) Dede:
c) Amanda:

10) *Explain Allison’s allusion to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave in terms of our perception.  You may use your cellphones to answer this question.  Come to consensus in your response.

